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Joey De Jesus (they/he) is a Nuyorican poet, performance artist, 
educator and editor living in Queens, New York. Joey is finalizing 
Black Flag and HOAX, (Operating System, 2020), two full-length manu-
scripts of poetry. Joey edits poetry for Apogee Journal, received the 
2017 NYFA/NYSCA Fellowship in Poetry. Poems have appeared in several 
venues in print and online in several venues and have been performed 
and/or installed in Artists Space, the New Museum, and elsewhere. 

I do not believe the life and work of a poet today should be measured 
by lines conscripted to a page. Instead, I evaluate my performance 
of the role of poet, that my responsibilities include not only in-
novating techniques on the page but reimagining the performance of 
poetry, building community, and responding when called to action. So 
much of the goings-on among poets take place within elitist circles; 
I endeavor against this, and so this is a key conceptual underpinning 
to my work, because so much of my time is dedicated toward uplifting 
poets who persist at the fringes of institutional support. 
 

M.A. Performance Studies; New York University, Dept. Fellow
M.F.A. Creative Writing: Poetry; Sarah Lawrence College
B.A. Oberlin College

Adjunct Lecturer, Borough of Manhattan Community College. New 
York, NY, Sept. 2018 – Present
Adjunct Professor, College of Arts and Sciences ASA College. New 
York, NY
Reading/Writing Specialist Academic Matters. New York, NY



NOCT: 
The Threshold of 

Madness

Ink on Paper
2015 New York City, NY

Installed at Artists Space, 
2016

Selections first published 
in  The Literary Review and 
Anomaly  (fka Drunken Boat) 

Anthologized in Bettering 
American Poetry vol. 2

“With their concentric 
circles and the con-
trast between the often 
heavy markings and the 
white space of the page, 
De Jesus’s erasures are 
not only visually beau-
tiful, they also hint at 
the ways in which writ-
ing is always “other” 
against the whiteness of 
the page, and also the 
ways in which writing 
is (working through and 
from) an act of vio-
lence.” 
Urayoan Noel, Harriet: 
Blog of the Poetry Foun-
dation

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet/2016/09/diasporican-poets-mixtape-side-two
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DgOR1T4viNyY


“Pride Goes Before a Fall / Beware a Holy Whore / Mise en Abyme” Artists Space, 2016 
photo credits: Nieto Dickens

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DgOR1T4viNyY


MATERIA: Tablets of Destiny i-iv 
Laser-cut suede

2018 New York City, NY
22x48”

Drafts installed in The New Museum, 2017



“All the threatened and delicious things joining one another” The New Museum, 2016 
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2018 Cave Canem Workshop Fellowship
2017-8 NYU Departmental Fellowship in Performance Studies 
2017 NYFA/NYSCA Fellowship in Poetry & 2017 Gregory Millard Fellowship
2017 Madeleine P. Plonsker Emerging Writer’s Prize Finalist
2012 First Place in LUMINA Poetry Prize judged by Carolyn Forche 
2011 Archie D. & Bertha H. Walker Scholarship, Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown, Massachusetts



APOGEE JOURNAL
Poetry Editor & Senior Staff

2014-Presemt

http://apogeejournal.org


I proudly contribute my skills toward community-based accomplishments, including years of volunteer 
work at Apogee Journal, copy-editing Facadomy (designed by Riley Hooker), and participating in a 

RAGGA, a collective of Queer Caribbean cultural producers (Photo Credit Dan Gutt re: Chris Udemezue)

http://facadomy.org/
http://facadomy.org/
https://www.ragganyc.com/


scorpio

venus, rising orb of dusk, 
your toxic sparkle lifts the heat 
that greens the hour—
acidic sky, figsuckle sear
astral bodies that burst into infinite flash 
may hold overhead like a scorpion’s hook
but I will never allow the weight 
of a whisper 
to anchor my robe of feathers

mid-flight a hawk tears into duck meat
while another pair of lovers
giggles at the assonance of their names
the salt of the day caught in the hairs
of their chests
also settles on the tongues of birds

hell is around the corner,
of this I am as sure as
not being born twice

the drunken flame

to go back,
to be dust again 

First published in Assaracus



“The work, functioning in spaces tangling 
moments of language and body, is at once 
ekphrastic and without image. The poem ar-
rives on the heels of a Tarot card by the 
artist Yoshitaka Amano, specifically “The 
Chariot”—a card that, though one of the 
piece’s origins, a head among heads ... De 
Jesus writes a plural-sensory scene that 
occupies unanswerable lyric moments of de-
scent: all at once a response, a rejuvena-
tion, a recall, a revved wheel, a revival.”

John Rufo, Ploughshares Blog

Publications

http://blog.pshares.org/index.php/the-best-poem-i-read-this-month-joey-de-jesuss-materia-vii/
https://dejesussaves.wordpress.com/slow-magic/
https://brooklynrail.org/2018/06/poetry/from-VANTABLACK
http://www.blunderbussmag.com/author/joey-de-jesus/
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DQ5z6ZmLDK4A
http://www.jellyfishmagazine.org/15/dejesus.html
https://www.powderkegmagazine.com/joey-de-jesus/
https://www.poetryproject.org/people/joey-de-jesus/
http://www.vidaweb.org/tag/joey-de-jesus/
https://www.guernicamag.com/malignant-catarrhal-fever/
https://dept.english.wisc.edu/devilslake/issues/2013_fall/dejesus.html
https://m.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/promesa
http://www.boaatpress.com/because-i-dont-seek-inclusion


PREVIOUS WORKSHOPS 
Apogee Journal Writing Resistance 8-week 
Creative Workshop Series, 2019

Newtown Literary Workshop Series, 
Queens, NY “You Found a Poem in the 
Stars: 
Tapping the Cosmos to Write Poetry of 
Self”, 2019

Princeton University. Princeton, NJ 
“Radical Redaction”, 2018

MoCADA. Brooklyn, NY “A radical recovery 
of language with Joey De Jesus”, 2017

Twitter: @DeJesusSaves
Instagram: @DeJesusSaves

Dejesussaves.wordpress.com

BOOKING 

READINGS
PERFORMANCES

WORKSHOPS
EDITORIAL

joeydejesus0@gmail.com


